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-\;:§> noudt BRU-VAN KIEU & vigt nam

[ Loi Nha xuat ban

an toc Bru-Van Kiéu, mét tdc nguoi

Dtrong cdng ddng 54 dan toc & Viét

Nam, la mét bd phan clia cong ddng

nguwoi Bru-Van Kiéu sinh séng & mién Trung

ban dao Béng Dwong, phan bd & 3 nwéc Viét
Nam, Lao, Thai Lan.

Nguwoi Bru-Van Kiéu vén 1a dan cw néng
nghiép, xwa kia ho sinh séng tap trung & ving
trung Lao duorc goi tén la ngudi Bru - ¢6 nghia
la “ngwoi & rirng” theo tiéng dia phwong. Sau
nhirng bién déng cua lich st & mién trung va
ha Lao vao khoang thé ky XIII-XIV ho phai di
cw di cac noi. Mot s6 di theo hwéng Tay - Bac
sang Thai Lan, mét sé di theo hwéng Déng, tu
cw tai mién nGi phia Tay cac tinh Thanh Hoa,
Quang Binh, Quang Tri, Thira Thién-Hué cua
Viét Nam. Khi dén Viét Nam, ho dyng lang
xung quanh hon nui Van Kiéu, va rdi tén hon
nai &y duwoc dat cho mét téng clia ngudi Bru,
sau d6 Bru-Van Kiéu tré thanh tén goi clia dan
téc nay. Day la mot trong nhirng céch ly giai vé
tén goi dan téc Bru-Van Kiéu duoc dung phd

bién cho dén ngay nay.

Xét vé lich stv, dan téc Bru-Van Kiéu thudc
s6 dan cu duoc coi la c6 ngudn gbc lau doi
nhét & vung Trwdng Son. O Viét Nam, ngudi
Bru-Van Kiéu hay ngudi Mang Coong, nguoi
Tri, nguwdi Khua la nhitng tén goi khac cla
tdc nguwdi nay theo cac nhém dia phuwong, da
duoc nha nwéce Viét Nam dinh danh trong dai
gia dinh cac dan toc Viét Nam.

Cing giéng nhw nhirng tdc ngudi khac cw
trd lau doi & khu vee Treorng Son - Tay Nguyén,
nguoi Bru-Van Kiéu cé nhirng nét van hoa dac
treng cla cw dan séng & vung rirng nui, dia
hinh phirc tap, tréc tré. Ho theo tin ngwéng da
than va quan niém “van vat hiru linh” - moi vat
trong thé giéi tw nhién déu cé linh hdn, co than,
tlr hon da, ngon nui, dong sudi, dén mua, gio,
sam, chép... D& 1am vira 1ong cac vi than, ciu
mong nhirng diéu tét dep sé& dén véi ban than,
gia dinh va cong dbng, nguoi Bru-Van Kiéu
tién hanh nhiéu nghi I& cang té, tir cac nghi 1&
lién quan dén viéc phat rirng, dét ray; cac nghi
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Bru-Van Kiéu, one in the community of

54 ethnic groups in Viét Nam, compose

a part of the Bru-Van Kiéu community

residing in the central part of the Indochinese

peninsula and scattering in three countries:
Viet Nam, Laos and Thailand.

The Bru-Véan Kiéu are farmers, formerly
concentrating in Middle Laos and called the Bru
- meaning “forest residents” in the local tongue.
After historical ups and downs in Middle and
Lower Laos in the 13""-14" centuries, they had
to migrate to other places. Some of them went
northwest to Thailand, others moved to the
east and resettled in the western mountainous
region of Viet Nam’s provinces of Thanh Hoba,
Quéng Binh, Quang Tri, Thira Thién-Hué.
Entering Viet Nam, they established their
villages around the Van Kiéu Mount of which
the name was given to a canton of the Bru,
then “Bru-Van Kiéu” became the ethnic group’s
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name. This is a popular explanantion for the
name ‘Bru-Van Kiéu'.

Historically, the Bru-Van Kiéu are among the
groups who have a long-standing settlement in
the Trwong Son region. In Viet Nam, the Bru-
Van Kiéu, also called Mang Coong, Tri, Khua,
are officially recognized by the State.

Like other groups residing in the Truong
Son-Central Highlands, the Bru-Van Kiéu boast
an original culture owned by dwellers in the
mountainous region with difficult terrain. They
follow polytheism and “animatism” - all things
in the nature, from rocks, mounts, springs to
rain, wind, thunder, lightning, have their own
essence and consciousness. To satisfy gods
and pray for good lucks for themselves, their
families and communities, the Bru-Van Kiéu
conduct numerous worshipping ceremonies, from
those relating to clearing and buming forests for
cultivating lands; pre- and post-harvest rites, to

N

@




0 nower BRU-VAN KIEU & it nom

I& tién hanh khi gieo tria lua, luc lta trd bdng,
trong va sau khi thu hoach,... dén cac nghi 1&
lién quan dén qua trinh Iap lang, 1am va dyng
nha; cac nghi I& gan véi cudi xin, tang ma...
Dac biét Ia nghi I& cung hén, cling sirc khoe
hay cung than ban ménh cia mdi con ngudi.
Dong bao cb tyc the linh hdn séng, bat cir dira
tré nao sinh ra cling sé duwoc gia dinh lam &
cung, 1ap ban tho linh hén séng va viéc thé linh
hon séng chi két thuc khi ngudi dé chét di.

Xa hi clia ngudi Bru-Van Kiéu da c6 nhidu
thay dbi theo thodi gian. Hoat ddng kinh té
chuyén tir s&n ban, hai lvom sang nén kinh
té san xuét véi cac hoat déng néng nghiép
con phy thude nhiéu vao thién nhién. Cac toc
nguoi & khu vige Trwong Son - Tay Nguyén
néi chung, ngudi Bru-Van Kiéu néi riéng ciing
khéng con cu trd tap trung theo lanh thd téc
ngudi riéng biét, ma sinh séng xen k&, dan xen
nhau, cé sy giao lwu van hoéa, tap quan véi
nhirng toc ngudi ban dia va nhirng tdc ngudi
tir phia Bac di cw dén sinh co 1ap nghiép. Nhiéu
nét van hoa dac treng cho tirng toc ngudi dang
dan mai mét di theo thdi gian. -

N&m trong bd sach anh gidi thiéu 54 dan
toc Viét Nam, Nha xuét ban Théng tan tiép tuc
giéi thiéu véi ban doc cubn sach anh “Nguoi
Bru-Van Kiéu & Viét Nam” véi nhiéu hinh anh
va bai viét phan anh nhirng nét co ban nhét
vé doi sbng xa hoi, vat chat cling nhu van héa
tinh than, tin ngudng clia nguoi Bru-Van Kidu.
Chuing t&i mong réng, nhi¥ng birc dnh va théng
tin trong cuén sach sé phac hoa phan nao dién
mao doi séng van héa tin ngudng mang tinh
cd xwa clia ngwdi Bru-Van Kidu con duoc bao
Iy cho dén ngay nay.

Trong qua trinh bién soan, ching téi khé
tranh khéi nhirng thiéu sét do viéc suu tAm tu
li¢u gap nhiéu khé khan, nhidu nét van héa toc
nguoi da khdng con dugce bao luu, gin gilr. RAt
mong dugc quy ddc gia lugng thir va déng gop
y kién dé ching t6i stra chiva, bd sung khi cudn
sach co djp tai ban.

Xin tran trong gid¢i thidu cudn sach cung
ban doc.

NHA XUAT BAN THONG TAN
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those relating to the establishment of villages,
house building, marriages, and funerals. The
most special custom is the worship of a person’s
soul, health or guardian god. Accordingly, when
each and every child is born, their family
organizes the ceremony to worship their soul
on the family altar. The worship stops only after
the person dies.

The Bru-Van Kiéu society has significantly
changed over the time. Their economic activities
have shifted from gathering and hunting to an
agricultural production which still depends on
the nature considerably. Ethnic groups in the
Truong Son-Central Highlands in general and
the Bru-Van Kiéu in particular no longer reside
in separate concetrations of their own ethnic
groups but co-habit together, experiencing
acculturation with indigenous ethnic groups
and other migrants from the North. A number
of cultural identities that are characteristic of
a certain ethnic group have been faded away
over the time.
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The VNA Publishing House would like to
introduce the pictorial book “The Bru-Véan Kiéu
in Viet Nam” as part of the series on 54 ethnic
groups in Viét Nam. The book contains many
pictures and articles about the essentials of
society, daily life and culture of the Bru-Van Kiéu.
We hope that the photos and information in the
book will provide sketches of the long-standing
material and spiritual life of the Bru-Van Kiéu
which is still preserved so far.

In the compilation of any book, including
this, mistakes are unavoidable because it
is not easy to collect necessary documents
and because many cultural identities have no
longer been maintained. Therefore, we highly
appreciate your sympathy and comments so
that we can reprint better-quality editions.

Thank you very much!

VINA Publishing House
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ru-Van Kiéu la mét trong 3

dan toc ¢ Viet Nam néi ngén

ngi Katuic, thuéc nhém ngon
ngit Mon - Khd me, ngit hé Nam A. Theo
két qua cua cudc tong diéu tra dan sé
va nha ¢ nam 2009, ¢ Viét Nam, dan téc
Bru-Van Kiéu c¢6 74.506 ngudi, trong
dé c6 37.426 nam va 37.080 nit, chiém
khoang 0,087% dan sé ca nudc; ding thu
22 (vé dan s6) trong téng s6 54 tdc ngudi.
o) Viét Nam, ngusi Bru-Van Kiéu cu trd
tap trung ¢ hai tinh Quang Tri va Quang
Binh. Tinh Quang Tri la dia phuong c6
dong nguoi Bru-Van Kiéu sinh séng nhat
v6i 55.079 nguoi, chiém hon 73,92% dan
s6 cua dan tdc nay trén ca nude. Tai tinh
Quang Binh, ngudi Bru-Van Kiéu c6
14.631 ngudi, chi€ém 19,63%. S& con lai,

hon 6% dén sé caa dan tdc, cu trd rai réc
tai cac tinh Dak Lik, Thita Thién - Hué
va nhiéu tinh khac.

o) Viét Nam, toc nguoi Bru-Van Kiéy,
dugc xac dinh theo Bang Danh muc
thanh phan cac dan téc 6 Viét Nam nam
1979, gobm 5 nhém dia phuong chinh. D6
la cac nhém Van Kiéu, Bru, Mang Coong,
Tri, Khua. Khu vuc phia tay tinh Quéang
Tri (hai huyén Huéng Héa va Dik rong)
1a noi sinh séng chu yéu cta ngusi Van
Kiéu. Cac nhém Bru, Mang Coong, Tri,
Khua cu tra tap trung tai cac huyén Vinh
Linh, Lé Thay, Minh Héa va B¢ Trach,
thudc khu vyc phia tay tinh Quang Binh.
Téc ngusi Bru-Van Kiéu néi riéng, cac toc
ngudi nhém ngén ngit Mén - Khd me, ngu
hé Nam A & Viét Nam néi chung dude cac
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e Bru-Van Kiéu is one of

three ethnic groups in Viet Nam

which speak Katuic dialect, a
Mon-Khmer language in the Austroasia
linguistic family. According to the 2009
Population and Housing Census, in Viet
Nam, the Bru-Van Kiéu have a population
of 74,606 people, including 37,426 men
and 37,080 women, accounting for about
0.087% of the country’s total population;
ranking the 22nd in terms of population
among 54 ethnic groups. In Viet Nam,
the Bru-Van Kiéu concentrate in the
provinces of Quang Tri and Quang Binh.
Their largest portion inhabit in Quang
Tri with 55,079 people,

equivalent to over 73.92% of their total in

Province,

the country. Meanwhile, in Quang Binh,
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the Bru-Van Kiéu have 14,631 people
(19.63%). The remaining part (over 6%)
scatter in the provinces of Dik Lak, Thira
Thién-Hué and others.

In Viet Nam, the Bru-Van Kiéu, as
defined in the List of Ethnic Groups
Living in Viet Nam 1979, consist of five
main subgroups, namely Van Kiéu, Bru,
Mang Cong, Tri, and Khua. The western
part of Quang Tri Province (Huéng Hoa
and Dakrong Districts) is the main
habitat of the Van Kiéu while such sub-
groups as Bru, Mang Coong, Tri, Khua
concentrate in the districts of Vinh Linh,
Lé Thuy, Minh Héa and Bé Trach in west-
ern Quang Binh Province. The Bru-Van
Kiéu in particular and other Mon-Khmer

linguistic groups in the Austroasian lan-
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nha khoa hoc trong va ngoai nudc thong
nhét cho la cu dan tai chd cia viing Pong
Nam A luc dia. Tuy nhién, vé lich si cu
trd cua nguoi Bru-Van Kiéu ¢ Viét Nam,
cho dén thai diém hién nay, cac nha khoa
hoc thong nhat cho rang ho méi di cu tu
Trung Lao sang vao nhiing thoi diém
khac nhau. Nhém Van Kiéu cu trd ¢ khu
vuc phia tay tinh Quang Tri hién nay, da
tiung sinh tu ¢ khu vic Trung Lao, sau
nhiing bién déng cua lich st da di cu vao
Viét Nam cach day nhiéu thé ky. Trong
khi d6, s6 ngusi Khua 6 khu vue xa Dan
Héa, huyén Minh Héa va ngusi Mang
Coong & hai xa Thugng Trach va Tan
Trach, huyén B6 Trach (déu thudc tinh
Quang Binh) hién nay, ciing ti Lao di cu
sang Viét Nam, nhung thoi diém di cu
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cua ho mudn hon so v6i nhém Van Kiéu ¢
Quang Tri. Vé tén dan toc, cac nha khoa
hoc théng nhat cho tit “Bru” trong ngén
ngii cia ho 1a dé chi nhiing ngudi cu trd
d khu vuc ring nui, con tir Van Kiéu thi
con ¢6 nhiéu cach hiéu khac nhau. D6 c6
thé la tén tong dugce dit tit thoi Nguyén,
nol nhém cu dan nay cu tra tap trung
trén khu vuc tinh Quang Tri hién nay.
D6 ciing c6 thé 1a tén lang (Van-Vel) ctia
nguoi Bru-Van Kiéu, ndi c6 loai ciy quy
Sa Kiéu.




guage family in Viet Nam in general are
categorized by scientists as native resi-
dents in the continental Southeast Asia.
However, regarding the Bru-Van Kiéu’s
history of settlement in Viét Nam, there
have been so far an unanimity among sci-
entists that this group has just migrated
from Middle Laos at different moments.
The Van Kiéu residing in the present-
day western Quang Tri Province once
lived in Middle Laos and moved into Viet
Nam around three or four centuries ago
due to historical changes. Meanwhile, the
Khua in Dan Héa Commune, Minh Héa
District and the Mang Coong in the com-
munes of Thuong Trach and Tan Trach,
Bé Trach District (Quang Binh Province)

also migrated into Viét Nam from Laos,

several centuries later than the Van Kiéu
in Quang Tri.

About the origin of the group name,
scientists agree that the word “Bru” in
their language refers to “mountain
residents” while the words “Van Kiéu”
are explained in different ways. They
might be the name, taken under the
Nguyén Dynasty, of the canton where
this group concentrated within the
present-day Quang Tri Province or
might be the name of the village (Van-
Vel) of the Bru-Van Kiéu, where a precious

plant, Sa Kiéu, was found.
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BAN PO VUNG CU TRU CUA NGUOI BRU-VAN KIEU
MAP OF THE BRU-VAN KIEU RESIDENTIAL AREAS
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Khu vyc phia Tay cac tinh Quang Binh, Quang Trj, Thia Thién-Hué la noi c6 nhiéu ngudi Bru-Van Kiéu sinh séng

The western part of the provinces from Quéng Binh, Quang Tri, to Thua Thién-Hué is the concentration of the Bru-Van Kiéu
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