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BRU-VÅN

an toc Bru-Vån Kibu, mét téc nguöi
trong céng dbng 54 dån téc Viet
Nam, lå mét bé phän cüa céng dbng

nguöi Bru-Vän Kiéu Sinh s6ng & mién Trung
bån dåo Döng Duong, phån b6 & 3 nuöc Viet
Nam, Låo, Thåi Lan.

Nguöi Bru-Vän Kiéu v6n lå dån cu' nöng
nghiép, xua kia ho Sinh s6ng tap trung & vüng
trung Låo duec goi tén lå nguöi Bru - co nghTa
lå "nguöi rong" theo tiéng dia phi-pong. Sau
nhüng bién déng cüa lich so mién trung vå
ha Låo våo khoång thé 10) XIII-XIV ho phåi di
cu di cåc noi. Mét s6 di theo huöng Tåy - Båc
sang Thåi Lan, mét s6 di theo huöng Döng, tv
cu tai mién nüi phia Täy cåc tinh Thanh Höa,
Quång Binh, Quång Tri, Thdya Thién-Hué cüa
Viet Nam. Khi dén Viet Nam, ho dung lång
xung quanh hön nüi Vån Kiéu, vå rbi tén hön
nüi åy duqc dét cho mot t6ng cüa nguöi Bru,
sau dÖ Bru-Vån Kiéu trö thånh tén goi cüa dån
toc nay. Dåy lå mét trong nhü'ng cåch l' giåi vé
tén goi dån toc Bru-Vån Kiéu duqc düng Phd

LÖi Nhå xuät bån

bién cho dén ngåy nay.
Xét vé lich so, dän toc Bru-Vän Kiéu thuöc

s6 dån cu duqc coi lå co ngubn g6c låu
nhåt & vüng Truong Son. CY Viet Nam, ngwöi
Bru-Vån Kiéu hay nguöi Mang Coong, nguöi
Tri, nguöi Khüa lå nhüng tén goi khåc cüa
toc nguöi nay theo cåc nhöm dia phuong, dä
duqc nhå nu&c Viet Nam dinh danh trong dai
gia dinh cåc dän téc Viet Nam.

Cüng gi6ng nhu' nhCpng toc nguöi khåc cu
trü låu döi khu vvc Truong Son - Tåy Nguyén,
nguOi Bru-Vån Kiéu cé nhCpng nét vän höa déc
trung cüa cu dån s6ng vüng rü'ng nüi, dia
hinh phü'C tap, tråc trö. HQ theo tin nguöng da
thån vå quan ni$m "van vat hCru linh" - moi vat
trong thé giöi tv nhién déu co linh hbn, cé thån,
tü' hön då, ngqn nüi, döng su6i, dén mua, giö,
såm, chop... Dé låm vb•a löng cåc vi thån, cåu
mong nhü'ng diéu t6t dep sé dén vöi bån thån,
gia dinh vå céng dbng, nguöi Bru-Vån Kibu
tién hånh nhiéu nghi lé cüng té, tb' cåc nghi 1b
lién quan dén viéc phåt rong, d6t ray; cåc nghi



kiblishing Mouse's Foreword

Bru-Vän Kiéu, one in the community of

54 ethnic groups in Viet Nam, compose

a part of the Bru-Vän Kiéu community

residing in the central pad of the Indochinese

peninsula and scattering in three countries:

Viet Nam, Laos and Thailand.

The Bru-Vän Kiéu are farmers, formerly

concentrating in Middle Laos and called the Bru

- meaning 'forest residents" in the local tongue.

After historical ups and downs in Middle and

Lower Laos in the 13th-14th centuries, they had

to migrate to other places. Some of them went

northwest to Thailand, others moved to the

east and resettled in the western mountainous

region of Viet Nam's provinces of Thanh Höa,

Quång Binh, Quång Tri, ThCpa Thién-Hué.

Entering Viet Nam, they established their

villages around the Vän Kiéu Mount of which

the name was given to a canton of the Bru,

then "Bru-Vän Kiéu" became the ethnic group's
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name. This is a popular explanantion for the

name 'Bru-Vän Kiéu'.

Historically, the Bru-Vän Kiéu are among the

groups who have a long-standing settlement in

the TruOng Son region. In Viet Nam, the Bru-

Vån Kiéu, also called Mang Coong, Tri, Khüa,

are officially recognized by the State.

Like other groups residing in the TruOng

Son-Central Highlands, the Bru-Vän Kiéu boast

an original culture owned by dwellers in the

mountainous region with difficult terrain. They

follow polytheism and "animatism" - all things

in the nature, from rocks, mounts, springs to

rain, wind, thunder, lightning, have their own

essence and consciousness. To satisfy gods

and pray for good lucks for themselves, their

families and communities, the Bru-Vån Kiéu

conduct numerous worshipping ceremonies, from

those relating to clearing and buming forests for

cultivating lands; pre- and post-harvest rites, to



lé tién hånh khi gieo tria lüa, lüc lüa trb böng.
trong vå sau khi thu hoech,... dén cåc nghi 1b
llén quan dén quå trinh lap lång, låm vå dvng
nhå; cåc nghi lé gån cubi xin, tang ma...
Déc biét lå nghi lé cüng hbn, cüng sOc khöe
hay cüng thån bån menh cüa mbi con nguOi.
Dbng båo co tuc thO linh hbn s6ng, båt co dü'a
tré nåo Sinh ra cüng sé duqc gia dinh låm 16
cüng, 10 bån thO linh hbn s6ng vå viéc thö linh
hbn s6ng chi két thüc khi nguOi db chét di.

Xä héi cüa nguöi Bru-Vån Kibu dä co nhiåu
thay dbi theo th&i gian. Hoat déng kinh té
chuyén to san bån, håi lwqm sang nén kinh
té sån xuåt cåc hoat Ong nöng nghiép
con phy thuöc nhiéu våo thién nhién. Cåc toc
ngu&i & khu vvc TruOng Son - Tåy Nguyén
nöi Chung, ngu&i Bru-Vån Kibu nöi riéng cüng
khöng con cu trü tap trung theo länh th6 toc
ngu&i riéng bi$t, må Sinh s6ng xen ké, dan xen
nhau, co sv giao Iou van hÖa, tap quån vOi
nh&ng toc nguOi bån dia vå nhüng toc nguOi
tb' phia Båc di cu dén Sinh co lap nghi$p. Nhiåu
nét vän hÖa déc trung cho tong toc nguOi dang
dån mai mot di theo th&i gian.

Nåm trong bé såch ånh giåi thiéu 54 dån
toc Viet Nam, Nhå xuåt bån ThÖng tån bép tuc
giOi thi$u vOi ban doc cu6n såch ånh "NgwOi
Bru-Vån Kibu & Viet Nam" nhi&u hinh ånh
vå båi viét phån ånh nhüng nét co bån nhåt
vé dOi s6ng xä héi, vét chåt cüng nhu van hOa
tinh thån, tin ngwöng cüa ngu&i Bru-Vån Ou
Chüng töi mong rång, nhüng birc ånh va thÖng
tin trong cu6n såch sé phåc hoa phån nåo dén
mao s6ng van hÖa tin ngw&ng mang tinh
cd xua cüa ngu&i Bru-Vån Kiéu con duec båo
luu cho dén ngåy nay.

Trong quå trinh bién soqn, chüng töi khO
trånh khåi nhüng thiéu sot do viéc swu tåm tv
lieu go nhiéu khÖ khän, nhiåu nét van hOa toc
nguåi dä khöng con durqc båo lcru, gin gi&. Råt
mong duec quy déc giå luqng thir vå dOng gop

kién dé chüng töi scra chü'a, bé sung khi cu6n
såch co dip tåi bån.

Xin trån trqng gi&i thiéu cu6n såch cüng
bqn doc.

NHÅ xuÅT BAN THONG TAN



those relating to the establishment of villages,

house building, marriages, and funerals. The

most special custom is the worship ofa person 's

soul, health or guardian god. Accordingly, when

each and every child is born, their family

organizes the ceremony to worship their soul

on the family altar. The worship stops only after

the person dies.

The Bru-Vän Kiéu society has significantly

changed over the time. Their economic activities

have shifted from gathering and hunting to an

agricultural production which still depends on

the nature considerably. Ethnic groups in the

Trwöng Son-Central Highlands in general and

the Bru-Vän Kiéu in particular no longer reside

in separate concetrations of their own ethnic

groups but co-habit together, experiencing

acculturation with indigenous ethnic groups

and other migrants from the Notth. A number

of cultural identities that are characteristic of

a certain ethnic group have been faded away

over the time.

VET

The VNA Publishing House would like to

introduce the pictorial book "The Bru-Vån Kiéu

in Viet Nam" as part of the series on 54 ethnic

groups in Viet Nam. The book contains many

pictures and articles about the essentials of

society, daily life and culture of the Bru-Vån Kiéu.

We hope that the photos and information in the

book will provide sketches of the long-standing

material and spiritual life of the Bru-Vån Kiéu

which is still preserved so far.

In the compilation of any book, including

this, mistakes are unavoidable because it

is not easy to collect necessary documents

and because many cultural identities have no

longer been maintained. Therefore, we highly

appreciate your sympathy and comments so

that we can reprint better-quality editions.

Thank you very much!

VNA Publishing House



Dquön q"
Pbån b' din ctr
Origin and Popuwti
Distribution



BRU-VÄN KlÉu nam

ru-Vån Kiöu lå mot trong 3 hdn 6% dån so Cåa dån téc, cu trå råi råc

dån toc d Viet Nam n6i ngön tai Cåc tinh Dåk Låk, Thüa Thién - Hué

ngü Katuic, thuQc nhöm ngön vå nhiéu tinh khåc.

ngü Mön - Khd me, ngü he Nam Å. Theo Ö Viet Nam, toc ngubi Bru-Vån Kiéu,
két quå Cåa cuéc tdng diéu tra dån so duqc Xåc dinh theo Bång Danh muc
vå nhä d nåm 2009, d Viet Nam, dån toc thånh phÄn Cåc dån téc d Viet Nam nåm
Bru-Vån Kiéu Cö 74.506 nguöi, trong 1979, gam 5 nh6m dia phuong chinh. Dö
dö Cö 37.426 nam vå 37.080 nü, chiém lå Cåc nhöm Vän Kiéu, Bru, Mang Coong,
khoång 0,087% dån Cå nudc; düng thü Tri, Khüa. Khu vuc phfa tåy tinh Quång
22 (ve dån så) trong tdng sd 54 toc ngüöi. Tri (hai huyen Hudng Höa vå Dik röng)
Ö Viet Nam, nguöi Bru-Vån Kiéu cu trå lå noi sinh s6ng Chå Yéu Cåa ngubi Vån
tap trung d hai tinh Quång Tri vå Quång Kiéu. Cåc nh6m Bru, Mang Coong, Tri,
Binh. Tinh Quång Tri Iä dia phüdng Cö Khüa cu trå tap trung tai Cåc huyen Vinh
döng nguöi Bru-Vån Kiéu sinh s6ng nhät Linh, Lé Thåy, Minh Höa vå Bd Trqch,
Vdi 55.079 ngubi, chiém hdn 73,92% dån thuéc khu vuc phfa tåy tinh Quång Binh.
sö' Cåa dån toc nåy tren Cå nüdc. Tai tinh Töc ngudi Bru-Vån Kiéu nöi riéng, Cåc téc
Quång Binh, ngüdi Bru-Vån Kiéu Cö ngübi nhöm ngön ngü Mön - Khd me, ngü
14.631 ngubi, chiém 19,63%. Sd Cön lai, he Nam Å d Viet Nam nöi Chung duqc Cåc



e Bru-Vän Kidu is one of

three ethnic groups in Viet Nam

which speak Katuic dialect, a

Mon-Khmer language in the Austroasia

linguistic family. According to the 2009

Population and Housing Census, in Viet

Nam, the Bru-Vån Kidu have a population

of 74,506 people, including 37,426 men

and 37,080 women, accounting for about

0.087% of the country's total population;

ranking the 22nd in terms of population

among 54 ethnic groups. In Viet Nam,

the Bru-Vån Kiöu concentrate in the

provinces of Quång Tri and Quång Binh.

Their largest portion inhabit in Quång

Tri Province, with 55, 079 people,

equivalent to over 73.92% of their total in

the country. Meanwhile, in Quång Binh,

KÉu N VET

the Bru-Vån Kidu have 14,631 people

(19.63%). The remaining part (over 6%)

scatter in the provinces ofDÅk Låk, Thüa

Thién-Hué"and others.

In Viet Nam, the Bru-Vän Kiéu, as

defined in the List of Ethnic Groups

Living in Viet Nam 1979, consist of five

main subgroups, namely Vån Kiéu, Bru,

Mang Cong, n•i, and Khüa. The western

part of Quång Tri Province (Htrdng Höa

and Dakrong Districts) is the main

habitat of the Vän Kidu while such sub-

groups as Bru, Mang Coong, Tri, Khüa

concentrate in the districts of Vinh Linh,

loe Thüy, Minh I-Iöa and Hi Trach in west-

ern Quång Binh Province. The Bru-Vån

Kidu in particular and other Mon-Khmer

linguistic groups in the Austroasian lan-



BRU-VÅN KlÉu

nhå khoa hoc trong vå ngoåi nu6c thö'ng

nhät cho Iä cu dån toi Chö Cåa vüng Döng

Nam Å luc dia. nhién, ve lich så cd

trü Cåa nguöi Bru-Vån Kiéu d Viet Nam,

cho dé'n thöi diém hien nay, Cåc nhå khoa

hoc thöng nhå't cho rÅng h? mdi di cu tü

Trung Låo sang Våo nhüng thbi diém

khåc nhau. Nhöm Vån Kiéu cu trå d khu

vuc phfa tåy tinh Quång Tri hien nay, dä

tung sinh tu d khu vuc Trung Läo, sau

nhüng bién déng Cåa lich så dä di cd Väo

Viet Nam cåch dåy nhiéu thé k}. Trong

khi dö, sd ngubi Khüa d khu vuc Xä Dån

Håa, huyen Minh Höa vå nguöi Mang

Coong d hai Xä Thuqng Trqch vå Tån

Trqch, huyen Bö Trqch (déu thuéc tinh

Quång Binh) hien nay, cüng tü Läo di cu

sang Viet Nam, nhüng thöi diem di cd

Cåa h? muön hon so Vdi nhöm Vån Kiéu d

Quång Tri. Vé tén dån töc, Cåc nhå khoa

hoc nhå't cho tu "Bru" trong ngön

ngü Cåa ho lå dd chi nhüng ngubi cu trü

å khu vuc rung nüi, Cön tü Vån Kiéu thi

Cön Cö nhiéu cåch hieu khåc nhau. Dö c6

thd lå tén tdng duqc d4t tü thbi Nguyén,

noi nhöm cd dån nåy cu trå tap trung

trén khu vuc tinh Quång Tri hien nay.

Dö cüng Cö thd lå tén lång (Vån-Vel) Cåa

ngubi Bru-Vån Kiéu, ndi Cö 10@i Cåy quj

Sa Kiéu.



guage family in Viet Nam in general are

categorized by scientists as native resi-

dents in the continental Southeast Asia.

However, regarding the Bru-Vån Kidu's

history of settlement in Viét Nam, there

have been so far an unanimity among sci-

entists that this group has just migrated

from Middle Laos at different moments.

The Vån Kidu residing in the present-

day western Quång Tri Province once

lived in Middle Laos and moved into Viet

Nam around three or four centuries ago

due to historical changes. Meanwhile, the

Khüa in Dån Höa Commune, Minh Höa

District and the Mang Coong in the com-

munes of Thuqng Trach and Tin Trpch,

Bö"Trach District (Quång Binh Province)

also migrated into Viet Nam from Laos,

•rte vrr

several centuries later than the Vin Kiéu

in Quång Tri.

About the origin of the group name,

scientists agree that the word "Bru" in

their language refers to "mountain

residents" while the words 'Vån Kiöu"

are explained in different ways. They

might be the name, taken under the

Nguyén Dynasty, of the canton where

this group concentrated within the

present-day Quång Tri Province or

might be the name of the village (Vån-

Vel) of the Bru-Vån Kiöu, where a precious

plant, Sa Kiéu, was found.
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BAN DO vUNC CU TRU CUA NCUO/ BRU-VAN KIÉU
rnAP OF THE BRU-VÄn KIÉU RESIDE(ÄTIAL AREAS

Vüng co nhiéu ngudi
Bru-Vån Kiéu Sinh s6ng

Place crowded with
Bru-Vån Kléu people

Cuing Binh

Quång Tri 00. Ho". Sa

Thitn Hus

Dåk

TP.H6 MINH
Phd

Me con ngtJdi Bru-Vån Kiéu
can Dåo

A Bru-Vån Kiéu mother and her child



ver

Khu Vi,jc phia Tåy cåc tinh Ouång Binh, Quång Tri, Thua Thién-Hué IA noi co nhiéu ngudi Bru-Vån Kiéu Sinh song

The western part of the provinces from Ouång Binh, Quång Tri, to Thüa Thién-Hué is the concentration ot the Bru•Vån K/éu
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